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naval establishments at Halifax and Esquimalt will be reduced
or abolished.
Canada, in fact, did away with the two old cruisers and
accepted the one cruiser and two destroyers from the Mother
Country as sufficient. Shortly afterwards, however, she
proposed to do away with even these.
This policy of reduction was attacked by the Con-
servatives, whose leader, Mr. Meighen, said that the
Government was renouncing the duty of national defence.
It was endeavouring to evade as inconvenient a moral
responsibility which was beyond its power to accept or
refuse. The Government's policy amounted, in fact, to a
renunciation of membership of the British Empire. If
effect were given to it they, though members of the Empire,
would be of their own accord putting themselves in the
position of foreigners. If the people of Canada really intended
to do nothing of any value, they had better make a clean
cut and leave the Empire altogether.
This attack was effective, the Government eventually
dropped its proposal to do away with the one cruiser and
two destroyers and put the latter into commission. In
November 1922 a Ministry of Defence was established to
administer the naval and air forces. Under it, an officer
known as Director of Naval Affairs was put in charge of
the Navy.
The upshot of all this is that Canada has not a single
soldier on her frontiers, and at sea but four (two were added
afterwards) destroyers, of which two are in the Atlantic
and two in the Pacific. She is, in effect, without defence
against enemy attack. But the Canadians are quite un-
concerned. Why ? It must not be forgotten that they have
behind them a great champion in the shape of the United
States of America, on whom, rather than on England, they
rely.
If, in a war with England, we attacked Canada by air
or made a descent on her Pacific coasts, we should, in all
probability, bring the United States in against us, to our
great disadvantage.
Australia's weak points.
Australia is regrettably vulnerable. She has not, like
Canada, a powerful neighbour to defend her against enemy